
 

  Request for Qualifications 

Lauritzen Gardens in Omaha, NE 
Children’s Garden 

 
  RFQ Submission Deadline: October 31, 2022 

Total Budget: $180,000 



 
 

Project Description 

Omaha’s Lauritzen Gardens is uniquely positioned as the region’s premier botanical center and garden resource. Centrally located in the heart of the 
United States and situated on 100 acres of lush grounds, the garden exemplifies visionary efforts to provide a quiet, tranquil and serene setting for the 
study, preservation, and enjoyment of some of the region’s most precious resources and flora.  
 

At Lauritzen Gardens, a diverse palette of plant life combines with fine art, architectural components and water features to create an incredible sensory 
experience. The grounds change with the seasons and are open year-round with more than twenty themed gardens and the Marjorie K. Daugherty 
Conservatory. The garden also works to conserve the endangered plants of the Great Plains and to advance the understanding and stewardship of the 
region’s biological diversity. 
 

 



 

Site and Artwork Overview 
 

Lauritzen Gardens is creating a new space dedicated primarily to children and those young at heart, which will have several different attractions and areas to 
learn and play. The Artwork for this call will be featured in the Discovery Overlook, which has tremendously scenic views of the Missouri River. The river’s 
flowing waters will carry through different design elements such as waves in the pavement and knee wall. 
 

The space itself is the high-point of the Children’s Garden, and is approx. 35’x 20’ in dimension. The main pathway ascends up from the Gathering Plaza, enters 
the main space of the overlook, then there is a pathway that wraps around and descends to lead visitors to the Artifact Hills space. Along the descent there are 
‘otter slides’ that kids can use to slide down and then climb back up on. This space will also feature telescopes to look along the river, a science station, and 
demonstration plantings of plants discovered by Lewis and Clark. 

 

Since this site is located on a hill, this sculpture has the potential to be visible from Interstate 80, especially if the artwork has some vertical presence. The 
Committee is interested in the sculpture interacting with wind to create sound. They are also open to the possibility of the sculpture having an interactive sound 
element. The sculpture should be designed in a way that is safe for visitors to be near and interact with. The goal for this artwork is to be both eye-catching and 
inviting, and to encourage people to linger and use the space – so the artwork should be interesting to view both at a distance and close-up. The Lauritzen has 
artworks throughout the gardens and often works with local artists for special temporary exhibitions.   
 

The sculpture must be engineered and designed with materials that can withstand Nebraska weather and wind. The artwork should be contained within the 
space allotted for it on the map. For more renderings and site information: https://bit.ly/3JKuRMC  
 

 

https://bit.ly/3JKuRMC


 



 
 

Selection Process 

The Lauritzen Selection Committee, in consultation with the NAC, has 

full oversight for the selection of an artist for this project. Professional 

public International artists/teams are eligible. The committee reviews 

RFQ submissions on SlideRoom.  
 

Finalists will receive a presentation honorarium and a travel stipend, if 

applicable. Finalist presentations should include concept, design, 

detailed budget for the available funds, installation method, projected 

maintenance. 
  

Budget 

A maximum of $180,000.00 is allocated for this project.  

All expenses for the selected design and commission are the 

responsibility of the artist/team, including but not limited to: 

travel/lodging, fabrication and supplies, installation expenses (as 

needed: integrated lighting, engineering, rigging, equipment rental, 

etc). Footings will be provided by Lauritzen’s contractors.  
 

Selection Criteria 

Clarity of conceptual approach for work in Letter of Interest and in 

artwork descriptions. Evidence of ability to complete projects from 

prior artwork samples.  
 

Timeline *subject to change. 

RFQ Open:     September 1, 2022 

Submission Deadline:   October 31, 2022  

Finalists Notified:   November 11, 2022 

Proposal Presentations:  January 30, 2023 

Artwork Installed:  December 2023 

 

 

 

Application Requirements 

Submit materials on SlideRoom: nebraska.slideroom.com  

 

Visual Support Materials 

Image descriptions: Label each uploaded image: project budget, title, 

materials, size, years in progress and year completed, location of 

installed work, collaborators, and other relevant description.  

Images: Ten (10) jpg images of completed relevant artworks.  

Video: Optional video file may demonstrate moving parts, time-based 

work, functionality, etc. (mov, wmv, of flv files, no larger than 60MB 

each, nor longer than five minutes each.) 

 

Required Materials  

Letter of Interest: Briefly describe how you intend to use the site; 

describe your artistic style, background, and relevant past completed 

projects, and they relate to this project. Use 500 words or less.  

CV/Resume: Outline your professional accomplishments as an artist, 

including exhibition history, site-specific commissions, and public 

collections. Limit to three pages.  

Three Professional References: Complete contact information for 

references with a deep knowledge artwork and work methods, and for 

which project they worked with you.  

Application Fee: $10 via the secure payment system on SlideRoom. 

 

Contact 

Meagan Dion, Public Art and Artist Programs Specialist 

Nebraska Arts Council, meagan.dion@nebraska.gov  

 

https://nebraska.slideroom.com/#/Login
mailto:meagan.dion@nebraska.gov

