
Request for Art Proposal 
City of Cottage Grove 

Glacial Valley Park Building Public Art Opportunity 

Project Budget: $30,000 
Request For Proposal & Qualifications Deadline: March 15, 2023 
Finalist Proposals Due: June 1, 2023 

Overview: 
Seeking an artist or artist team to create and install a permanent public artwork inside the new 
Glacial Valley Park Building (GVPB) in Cottage Grove, Minnesota. This Request for Proposal will 
consist of a three-part process:  

1. Applicants submit the materials as explained on the request for proposal. Those materials should 
outline the artist’s general proposal and qualifications related to the ability to manufacture and 
install artwork within provided space as referenced in the art space diagram.

2. Finalists chosen from initial applicant pool will receive a $400 stipend to prepare a full proposal 
with maximum $30,000 budget that will include scaled renderings (material or electronic), 
budget and description of process for building and maintaining the artwork.

3. A panel representing the Cottage Grove community will choose one proposal to recommend to 
the City Council for acceptance. The city council will make the final selection of the artist. The 
artist or art team will be paid up to $30,000 for creation, installation and ownership of the 
artwork.

Background: 
As Cottage Grove continues to grow, Glacial Valley Park (9900 Ravine Parkway S) is the newest 
community park along the northern boundary of the community. This area has an interesting and strong 
geological history. Although it appears as a dry prairie basin today, it is also considered a buried bedrock 
valley. This particular valley is so long that it crosses many communities. The valley likely eroded by 
meltwater from glaciers and but got to its deepest depths where overlie fault lines exist.  The valley, 
now filled with glacial deposits, is approximately 100-200 feet deep. This area was also where the St. 
Croix River once flowed before it shifted to the east at its current location we know today. 
The City of Cottage Grove seeks to incorporate public art into the new building to help reflect the values 
and support the culture of the Glacial Valley Park Building (GVPB), with focus on four themes: 



• Education: The GVPB is a place where visitors, whether by intention or not, learn about and
connect with nature. Art at the GVPB has the opportunity to intrigue and inspire visitors to learn
more about their natural environment, wildlife, and sustainability.

• Sustainability: The GVPB will be a “Net Zero” energy building, meaning any energy used by the
building will be created on site through a variety of innovative energy-saving and energy-
producing measures. Art at the GVPB has the opportunity to reflect the sustainability of the
building and inspire visitors to live more sustainably in large and small ways in daily life.

• Personal Development & Recreation: The GVPB is a place where people of all ages visit for a wide
variety of recreational purposes. Visitors may use the building for education, celebration,
business, recreational activities and more.

• Accessible Community for All: The GVPB strives to be a place that is inclusive and accessible to
all, reflects the diversity of the community, and builds bridges and social connections. Art at the
GVPB has the opportunity to reflect the community’s shared value of inclusivity, and be a
welcoming symbol to all that says, “Cottage Grove Welcomes You.”

Project details and parameters: 
• Artists are not required to have previously completed a public art project, but successful

candidates will need to demonstrate their ability to lead and complete a large, permanent
public art project.

• Art must be permanent (should last for minimum 25 years) and artist must be able to explain
the durability of the artwork within the park building setting.

• Maximum project budget of $30,000 is all inclusive to cover artist time, fabrication, engineering
consultations, installation and any other expenses.  Up to three agreed upon pay requests may
be scheduled by the artist during project development, with proof of milestone completions.

• Selected artist/artist team will include community engagement in some part of the process.
The delivery method of that engagement is up to the artist and should be presented during the
review of the finalists.

• Artist can work in any medium appropriate for installing art on available locations, including
enameled metal, sculpture, metal relief, mosaic, mural or combination of medium. Art must
work within confinements of lighting and electrical provided in the building plans.

• A detailed drawing of the art space is included with this RFP that details space, lighting and
mounting materials.  Artists are required to work within the confines of the space but are not
required to utilize the entire space available.

• During the performance of the Services under this Agreement, Artist shall maintain the
following insurance:

a. Commercial General Liability Insurance, with a limit of $2,000,000 for any number of
claims arising out of a single occurrence, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04

b. Workers’ Compensation Insurance in accordance with statutory requirements.

Contractor shall furnish the City with certificates of insurance, which shall include a 
provision that such insurance shall not be canceled without written notice to the City. The 
City shall be named as an additional insured on the Commercial General Liability Insurance 
policy. 

Eligibility: 
• Artists/artist teams of any discipline.
• Artists/teams are not required to have previous public art experience, but will need to

demonstrate ability to complete a large project.



Note on artist teams: By artist team, we mean up to 3 lead artists working together on the artistic 
aspects of the commission. If you are planning to hire a technical consultant or fabricator, they 
would not be considered part of an artist team. 

Selection Criteria: 
 Responses to the RFP will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

• Quality of artist’s past work as demonstrated in the submitted materials.
• Indication that artist or team has expertise to undertake project solely or can demonstrate a

plan for accessing outside expertise to successfully complete the proposed project.
• Description of how potential installation will address one or more desired themes stated

above (Education, Sustainability, Personal Development & Recreation, Accessible
Community for All). This may include examples of how past work responded to project
themes, how body of work fits this project’s themes, or specific preliminary ideas for how
artwork may address themes.

Selection Process: 
A panel of artists and representatives from the community and/or City of Cottage Grove will select 2-4 
artist finalists from the RFP applicant pool. If chosen, finalists will receive a stipend of $400 to create a 
full proposal to be presented to the panel at a future date (see timeline below). One artist/ artist team 
will be selected to create and install the art from those proposals. 

Timeline: 
• Request for Proposal Posting

- February 1, 2023

• Request for Proposal Info Q&A Session
- February 15, 1 p.m. via Teams (copy and paste this link into your browser)

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%
3ameeting_OTYzYjk5MTAtYWVjMC00YWRjLThkOWUtODNiY2VkNzVlNzRk%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2216e2e10e-c3f9-456e-b489-ae6e9c4ede22%22%2c%22Oid
%22%3a%221c42740c-8f1a-4239-acd9-c94599d56e4a%22%7d

• Request for Proposals Due
- March 15, 2023 (3 p.m.)

• 2-4 Finalists selected to create full proposals
- April 1, 2023

• Finalist Full Proposals Due
- June 1, 2023 (3 p.m.)

• Finalist Interviews/Presentations
- June 15, 2023

• Artist(s) Selected and Notice to Proceed
- Within two weeks of interviews

• Work Completed and Installed
- No later than December 31, 2023. Building is projected to be ready for artwork as early as 

November 1, 2023.



Ownership of Artwork
The artwork specifically prepared for the Glacial Valley Park Building Project (“Project”) that is 

furnished by the Consultant or any subconsultants in connection with the Project shall be deemed 
works made for hire and become the sole property of the City (“Artwork”). The Consultant agrees that the 
Artwork and all rights therein are the sole and exclusive property of the City in perpetuity, including 
without limitation all rights under or arising from U.S. copyright law. In the event the Artwork, or any 
portion thereof, does not qualify or is deemed not to be work made for hire, Consultant hereby 
irrevocably transfers and assigns to the City all of Consultant’s right, title and interest in and to the 
Artwork, including without limitation, all of Consultant’s right, title and interest in the copyrights to the 
Artwork, including the unrestricted right to make modifications, adaptations and revisions to the 
Artwork and hereby waives any so-called “moral rights” with respect to the Artwork. Consultant 
grants to City a royalty free, perpetual, irrevocable, nonexclusive license to reproduce, modify 
and publicly display the Artwork.  

Consultant shall provide a tangible copy of the Artwork to the City in the form specified by the 
City. Such material(s) may be used by City, in whole or in part, or in modified form, for any and all 
purposes City may deem desirable without further payment of any additional compensation to 
Consultant. 

Warranties
Warranties of Title. The consultant represents and warrants that (a) the Consultant’s 

proposal and Artwork are solely the result of the artistic effort of the consultant except as otherwise 
disclosed in writing to the City, and that Consultant’s proposal and Artwork are unique and original and 
they do not infringe upon any copyright; (b) the Consultant’s proposal and Artwork or a duplicate 
thereof has not been accepted for sale elsewhere; and (c) the Consultant’s proposal and Artwork are 
free and clear of any liens from any source whatsoever.  

Warranties of Quality and Condition. The Consultant represents and warrants that (a) the 
execution and creation of the Artwork will be performed in a workmanlike manner; (b) the Artwork, 
as created and installed, will be free of defects in material and workmanship, including any defects or 
qualities which cause or accelerate deterioration of the Artwork; and (c) reasonable maintenance of the 
Artwork will not require procedures substantially in excess of those described in the Consultant’s 
proposal.  

Repairs and Restoration 
The City shall have the sole right to determine when and if repairs and restorations to the 

Artwork will be made. The City shall have the right to retain the services of any person or entity to 
perform restoration or repair work. The City reserves the right to alter the Artwork and related site as 
necessitated by site and building development and planning.  

While it is the City’s intention to permanently retain and publicly display the Artwork, 
circumstances may arise that would make it necessary or prudent for the City to temporarily or 
permanently remove the Artwork from public display. The City shall have the sole right to (a) 
remove the Artwork from public display, (b) de-accession the Artwork, or (c) destroy the Artwork. 
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Request for Proposals  
Glacial Valley Park Building Public Art  
Submissions due via email, March 15 at 3 p.m. 

Application Submission Process: 
1. Read Request for Proposal (RFP) for background, eligibility and application process.
2. Complete and compile items A-D listed below (contact information, narrative, work samples 

etc.) to be sent as email attachments.
3. Email all items as attachments to Zac Dockter at zdockter@cottagegrovemn.gov
4. We will be in touch if there are any questions about your submission.

Application Assistance:  
If you need assistance creating documents or preparing work samples to submit, please contact: 

Eric Rigby, Communications Manager 
651-458-2882
erigby@cottagegrovemn.gov

Application Inclusions: 
A. Applicant info

1. Contact information: name, email, phone, address
2. Please list above info for additional artist team members. Note: other artist team 

members must also meet eligibility requirements. Outside experts do not have to be 
considered artist team members.

B. Resume
Please upload in PDF format for each team member if applicable. Maximum two pages for each 
team member. If you have a digital portfolio, please include a link to that as well.

C. Work Samples
Provide 6 work samples of your artistic practice. Image, video, link or PDF acceptable.

D. Art Proposal Draft Image and Description
1. Include description of art proposal and how it meets the objectives of the objectives and 

themes described
2. Include draft imagery to acquaint review panel with the intended final product
3. List materials to be used
4. Describe construction (including tools and location used for art development)
5. Describe installation materials and process
6. Describe durability and potential maintenance requirements for life of artwork including 

a description of warranty (or lack thereof)

E. There is no stipend for the initial application process. Those chosen to move on as finalists from 
this application process will be paid $400 for their time to develop scaled depictions (material or 
electronic) of their art proposal to be presented in person to the selection panel.
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