
 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)  
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION 

CITY OF SUWANEE, GEORGIA  

 

CALL SUMMARY 

The City of Suwanee’s Public Arts Commission (PAC) seeks to commission an artist or artist team to create a site-
specific Veterans Memorial in our new park, an expansion of the existing Town Center Park (construction slated 
to begin the last quarter of 2022). The specific area selected in the park will be within a body of circulated-water 
to be constructed as a component of the new park design (see image later in document). 

Open to professional public artists or artist teams, over the age of 18 who have demonstrated the ability to 
execute a public art project of this scale and budget. The selected artist(s) will be required to comply with the 
Federal E-Verify process.  

The memorial will be installed in an active area in the new park, as opposed to an isolated, somber location. 
Keeping this in mind, the commissioned artwork should serve as a physical connection for visitors to feel and 
to experience their own particular emotions, whatever they may be. The commissioned artwork should be 
highly durable in a fountain-type of setting, unique, sustainable, appropriately scaled, and theft and damage 
resistant. 

Budget Description – The budget for this project is up-to $200,000 which is inclusive of all artist’s fees, 
materials, travel, and installation costs. The PAC reserves the right to either select an artist or artist group 
directly from the RFQ process, or to narrow down the submissions to semi-finalists. If semi-finalists are selected 
and invited to submit a proposal, a stipend will be offered. 

Qualifications to be submitted by 5:00 PM on Friday, August 19, 2022. Artist/artist group to be selected, or 
semi-finalists named, by September/October 2022. 

 

ABOUT SUWANEE 

A community of approximately 20,000 residents, the City of Suwanee is recognized as one of the premier small 
municipalities in the metro Atlanta area, Georgia, and the nation. Suwanee understands that quality design, 
focus on pedestrians, well-used public spaces, and the inclusion of features that are different, fun, and 
interesting are all important components of keeping a place dynamic and viable. Public art is a vital part of this 
mix. Vibrant, thriving communities across the country all have one thing in common: a strong commitment to 



 

public art. Public art has become an important piece of what Suwanee does, what Suwanee is, and how 
Suwanee is viewed.  

Suwanee launched its public art initiative in 2008 with the formation of the City Council-appointed Public Arts 
Commission (PAC), established to create programs that bring and promote public art in Suwanee, and to work 
with and encourage developers to use one percent of construction costs to include public art or support public 
art as a component of new projects.  

A featured component in Suwanee’s public art effort is ‘SculpTour’, an award-winning, recurring, temporary 
sculpture exhibition launched in 2011. The 2022 exhibit marks the seventh installment of the public art 
encounter that has brought over 100 sculptures to a walkable one-mile area of downtown Suwanee. 
Additionally, the city has approximately 20 permanent pieces located in various parks throughout the city. In 
2015, the city partnered with an urban designer and planner to facilitate the development of a public art master 
plan. This plan set a vision and 10-year strategy that would help take public art in Suwanee to the next level.  

Get to know us at Suwanee, GA | Home. 
Click link for more about Suwanee’s Public Art Initiatives. Public Art | Suwanee, GA. 

 

ABOUT THE EXPANSION OF TOWN CENTER PARK 

In 2002, the city purchased 10 acres to build the first park through the open-space initiative. Town Center Park is 
the physical and symbolic heart of the Suwanee community. A vibrant mixed-use area, Town Center represents 
a bold and innovative response to two citizen-driven planning efforts: to preserve open space and create a new 
community focal point. The success of Town Center Park exceeded all expectations; it draws over 300,000 
visitors annually to over 40 events, as well as regularly serving as a gathering place for our 20,000+ citizens. It is 
the home to ‘SculpTour’, Suwanee’s award-winning revolving sculpture exhibition, which has brought 100+ 
public art pieces to a walkable ten-acre area of Town Center (not to mention the 20+ pieces in the city’s 
permanent collection). 

When Town Center Park was first envisioned, the population of Suwanee was 9,000 people, less than half of 
where it now stands in 2022. For all that Town Center Park is, we knew that it could be more. Now, it’s time to 
kick it up a notch. After gathering information from stakeholders, citizens surveys, and design workshops, the 
City Council unanimously approved a plan for the expansion of Town Center Park. The new park’s design was 
influenced by the style and quality of Town Center Park, but is by no means a replica. It will have its own unique 
character and purpose.  

A true mix of urban and rural environments, the park will feature an elevated bridge spanning the water feature, 
a terraced plaza, sandpit volleyball courts, and signature, interactive public art pieces.  

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

Veteran’s Memorials represent lives lost as well as the importance of those individuals to the living – the very 
existence of these memorials is a societal recognition that their sacrifices mattered. Memorials are important 
because it is necessary to know history, they call us to be grateful, and they motivate us to live differently in the 

https://www.suwanee.com/
https://www.suwanee.com/explore-suwanee/public-art


 

present. The commissioned artwork should allow the visitor to experience whatever emotion he/she may 
feel, rather than to strive to evoke a particular emotion.  

Construction of the new park, a 23-acre expansion of Town Center, is slated to begin in the last quarter of 
2022. Once construction begins, we estimate it will take approximately a year and a half to complete. The 
veteran’s memorial will be installed within a portion of a larger planned circulated-water feature as either a 
sculpture, possibly a mosaic design at the bottom of the pool, or any other artistic element– we are open to 
all concepts. The dimension of the space is 48’ X 80’ – an area of approximately 3,950 sf, and the construction 
material will be concrete on both the base and the floor. The floor will be slightly sloped towards a drain in the 
center to allow for draining and cleaning. There will also be an 18” seat concrete seat wall on one end of the 
fountain area. The area will be visible from the parking lot, the elevated walkway, and lawn-area seating.  

The selected artist will ideally be onboard before construction begins and will be required to work with a 
selection committee whose members will include the PAC as well as select staff members.  
 

Rendering of existing Town Center Park and proposed expansion – See larger view of inset next page 

 



 

 



 

 
BUDGET  

The budget, to include all of the artists fees, materials, travel, and installation costs of this project is up-to 
$200,000. The infrastructure costs will be the City of Suwanee’s responsibility. To be clear, the City is building 
the water feature as part of the park. The artist is expected to provide a memorial feature that will fit into this 
planned space. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

Open to professional public artists or artist teams, over the age of 18, who have demonstrated the ability to 
execute a public art project of this scale and budget. If artists apply as a team, each member of the team should 
be listed on the application, specifying a team leader to receive notifications. The selected artist(s) will be 
required to comply with the E-Verify process.  

 

ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS 

All applications received will be reviewed by staff for completeness and eligibility based on the submission 
requirements. 

All applications deemed eligible by staff will be advanced for review to the selection committee which will 
include the Suwanee Public Arts Commission (PAC), and selected members of city staff. Finalist/Finalists will be 
advanced to City Council for final approval. The PAC reserves the right to either make a final artist selection at 
this time and work with him/her to develop a proposal, or to select and invite semi-finalists to develop 
proposals. If semi-finalists are selected, a stipend will be offered.  

The Suwanee Public Arts Commission (PAC) reserves the right to accept or reject any and all submittals, waive 
technicalities and informalities, change scope of work, and amend said Request for Proposal as desired by the 
PAC.  The PAC reserves the right to negotiate with any artists and to select the artists that best meet the PAC’s 
needs.   

 

TIMELINE 

Request for Qualifications Released – July 14, 2022 
Deadline to Submit Documents – August 19, 2022 
Artist Selected/ Semi-Finalists Named– September/October 2022 
Artwork Concept and Design – November 2022-January 2023 
Artwork Installed – Estimated for the Last Quarter 2023 

 

 

 

 



 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

• Name(s) of artist(s), along with contact information, email address, and website  
• Resume(s) 
• Artwork Samples – preferably still images. Videos can be submitted, however, should be no longer than 

3 minutes each. It is not recommended to submit photos in a collage-type manner – please allow a full 
page for each artwork sample. Include all relevant information (scale, materials, year, budget, location, 
commissioning agency, etc.) in the ‘artwork description’ area. 

• References, to include contact information 
• Statement of Interest – One statement may be used collectively for an artist team 
• Visual or narrative artwork proposals, specific to this project, are not required; however, they will be 

accepted. 

*All submissions to be sent electronically to Toni Shrewsbury at tshrewsbury@suwanee.com by or before 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 19, 2022. For questions contact Toni Shrewsbury at 770-904-3389 or 
tshrewsbury@suwanee.com or Denise Brinson at 770-904-3385 or denise@suwanee.com. 
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