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INTRODUCTION 

Banyule City Council is seeking Expressions of Interest from suitably experienced artists to create a permanent 

contemporary public artwork at Olympic Park in Heidelberg West. 

The artwork will respond to the Olympic heritage of the site, build on existing community pride and identity and 

inspire users of the park by enhancing a sense of place. 

Works proposed for the Olympic Park Public Art Project could comprise, but are not restricted to: 

• Sculpture 

• Installation work 

• Interactive artwork 

• Traditional art works 

• A combination of art works and mediums 

This commission will be awarded to an individual artist or artist team that offers the best comprehensive 

approach to the artwork opportunity outlined within this brief. 

BACKGROUND 

Olympic Park is located in Heidelberg West on the western fringe of the Banyule municipality. The park is an 

established sport and community recreation reserve with a significant history. Its origins are as a prominent 

training base for the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games and it lies beside the 1956 Olympic Village district.  

Olympic Park is now a high-profile soccer and cricket venue which also provides a range of other sport, 

recreation and open space opportunities. The park is also home to Barrbunin Beek, a gathering place for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in and around Banyule. Its proximity to the Northland 

Shopping Centre, Latrobe University and the Darebin Creek Trail will ensure its ongoing popularity and future 

demand as one of Banyule City Council’s premier reserves. 

Due to increased demand for functional and appropriate levels of sport and recreation infrastructure, and the 

shift towards more informal and casual recreation pursuits, Council has developed a Master Plan for Olympic 

Park and is currently undertaking a 4-stage, multi-year upgrade of the park. (See Appendix 2) 

The inclusion of a significant work of public art will form part of the upgrade to Olympic Park. 

THE SITE 

Olympic Park is located at 240 Southern Road, Heidelberg West, Victoria 3081.  

The location selected for the commissioned artwork is within a garden bed in front of the ticket booth entrance 

into the main soccer pitch at Olympic Park. This is a central ‘gateway’ location from which the artwork will be 

prominently visible from main access points on Southern Road and Catalina Street. 

The commissioned artwork will sit adjacent to a large eucalypt within the garden bed. 

Please note that refurbishment of Olympic Park is now in stage 3 (of 4). Improvement works are continuing, and 

areas of the park depicted in the arial images below do not reflect the final look and layout of the site. However, 

works around the proposed location for the artwork have been completed. 

Respondents are to familiarise themselves and make their own investigation and assessment of the site 

conditions and take in to account any additional or incidental works not specifically listed and shall include all 

associated costs in the quoted price. 
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Olympic Park arial view 
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Proposed location for artwork 
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Olympic Park Redevelopment – Staging Plan 

CONTEXT AND AUDIENCE 

Banyule Council’s vision is that we are a thriving, sustainable, inclusive and connected community. We are 

engaged, we belong, and we value and protect our environment. Council recognises the enduring positive 

impact of public art on the cultural, social and physical fabric of the city and is committed to achieving the 

following key cultural outcomes:  

1. Stimulating creativity  

2. Enriching daily life through high quality artistic experiences  

3. Offering new insights, ideas and knowledge  

4. Generating a sense of belonging, identity and community  

5. Providing an appreciation for diversity and different life experiences 

These are identified in Banyule’s Arts and Culture Strategic Plan and are key drivers for Council’s Public Art Policy. 

(See Appendix 3) 

Heidelberg West contains a diverse and growing community that will heavily influence the future development 

and use of Olympic Park. Key demographics of the local area include:  

• Current population is 7,776 (6.06% of Banyule’s population).  

• Dominant age group is 35-49 year olds, with lower rates of residents over the age of 50  

• 33.3% of residents are under the age of 25 

• High proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders (0.4%) living in the local area 

• Local multi-cultural representation includes: Indian, Chinese, Italian, Lebanese, Greek, German, 

Vietnamese, Iranian, Filipino and Somali 

• The area returned a very low SEIFA score which means a very high level of disadvantage 

• There are significant predictions for future growth in high density housing. 

Sporting Clubs and Local Groups using Olympic Park include: 
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• Heidelberg United Football Club 

• Olympic Colts Cricket Club 

• Barrbunin Beek – Local Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander gathering place 

CURATORIAL FRAMEWORK 

We are seeking to commission an integrated artwork that will create a welcoming entrance and character 

statement for Olympic Park. 

Given the site’s Olympic heritage and legacy in the local area, Banyule Council has undertaken a community 

consultation project to gather and synthesize some of the key information, stories and themes relating to the 

1956 Olympic heritage of the site, and its significance to the local community today. 

This work has been captured in the document In the Village of our Future Imagination – a rich collection of 

anecdotal and researched stories, assembled in first person voices and grouped into themes.  

Artists responding to this EOI should use this document as a resource to help inform their creative concepts. 

(See Appendix 1)  

No directive is being provided to the artist/artist team in terms of form or materials, however due to proximity 

of the eucalypt, dimensions should not exceed: Height 4 metres, Width 3 meters, Depth 3.5 meters. 

The work should respond to: 

• The themes explored in In the Village of our Future Imagination 

• The park’s current and future uses 

• The proposed locale within the park for the artwork 

 

Banyule City Council is interested in professional artists responding in original and creative ways to this brief. It 

is expected that the artwork will: 

• Respond to the Olympic heritage of the local neighbourhood 

• Demonstrate outstanding artistic and creative vision 

• Be engaging, thought provoking and aesthetically bold 

• Take into account its environment (both built and natural) 

• Contribute to a unique sense of place for Olympic Park and the local community. 

 

Indigenous history 
The Wurundjeri willam people were the original inhabitants of the area and are the traditional owners of the 

land. The park is also home to Barrbunin Beek, a gathering place for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

living in and around Banyule. This heritage and current connection to Country is being celebrated through a 

separate aspect of the redevelopment of Olympic Park. 

While the Indigenous significance of the site should certainly be considered by artists responding to this EOI, it 

does not form the focus of this brief. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Plinth/Footing 
Any footing specifications to be outlined in proposal. The artist will be responsible for footings and associated engineering 
compliance and certification. Council can provide advice. 

Height and Materials 
Overall height (including plinth/footings) should not exceed 4 metres. Width dimensions should not exceed 3.5 x 3 metres. There 
are no restrictions on style or materials used. 
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Lighting, Sound and Media 
Any power requirements to be outlined in proposal.  

Feature lighting (e.g. for a sculpture) is not within project scope. Artists should consider any lighting requirements as part of the 
commissioned artwork. 

Safety, Resilience and Maintenance  
The artwork should be constructed of quality material and made to be durable in order to stand the distance of time and to be 
enjoyed for years to come. To ensure its longevity, the work must be treated with a suitable protectant. Materials used must be 
non-combustible, treated with a UV and anti-graffiti coating and comply with relevant Australian Standards. 

Please be aware of the environmental factors and impacts which are associated with your proposed concept and if required 
please address these in your proposal. 

Please ensure maintenance requirements are addressed and relevant maintenance staff are consulted in the design and 
development of the sculpture. The finished artwork should require as minimal maintenance as possible. 

The artist will provide a maintenance handbook for future reference. 

Life expectancy of the Artwork 
The Artwork must ensure a lifespan of a minimum of 20 years subject to maintenance and inspection requirements. 

Olympic Rings Copyright 
The Olympic rings are the exclusive property of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). They are a mark protected around 
the world and cannot be used without the IOC's prior written consent. Banyule Council has received permission to mount 
Olympic Rings at the entrance to the park. If reference to the Olympic Rings forms part of your artwork concept, we encourage 
you to consider a creative approach to their depiction. 

REQUIREMENTS 

It is expected that the successful artist will: 

• Work in collaboration with relevant Banyule City Council staff and stakeholders 

• Be in regular consultation over the period of development and design phases 

• Undertake any research or consultation required to ensure their design concepts are authentic and 

sensitive to the needs and values of the local community  

• Create and install the artwork with quality materials and true to detailed concept designs 

• Be responsible for sourcing and purchasing all materials, and engaging sub-contractors required for the 

installation of the artwork and include costs within the overall commission fee  

• Provide engineering reports and other required due diligence documentation  

• Understand that any images of the work taken by Council may be used in perpetuity to promote Council’s 

work, public artworks and to provide evidence of the project 

• Participate in project evaluation at the conclusion of the project. 

Copyright and ownership 
• All design proposals submitted through this EOI remain their intellectual property of the artist and can be 

used in other projects if unsuccessful in this project 

• The successfully artist selected for this commission will enter a contract with Banyule Council whereby 

Banyule City Council will be the owner of the final artwork (however the intellectual property will rest with 

the artist)  

PROJECT BUDGET 

The artist should base their proposal on a budget of up to $100,000 (inclusive of GST). 
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The proposed budget must include estimates of all costs relating to engineering and other consultants, 
materials, fabrication, lighting, transport, fixings and installation, artist fee, artist travel costs and 
insurance. Please note that approximately 15 per cent of the total budget for the commissioned artwork should be set aside for 
the artist fee. 
 
Shortlisted artists invited to present detailed design concepts will each receive a $1,000 (plus GST) design and development fee 
to develop their response to the brief and provide an outline of the way they would utilize the space. This artist fee includes the 
cost of submission preparation and will be in addition to the final commissioning project budget. 

PROJECT TIMEFRAME 

Installation of the artwork must be completed by June 2023. The following timeframe is proposed: 
 

Stage and Task Summary  Anticipated Date 

Expressions of Interest and Shortlisting:  

EOI’s open Monday 2 May 2022 

EOI’s close Friday 27 May 2022 

Shortlisted artists contacted  Monday 20 June 2022 

Concept design period and artist selection:  

Detailed concept design from shortlisted artists due by Friday 15 July 2022 

Presentations to selection panel – Shortlisted artists only Friday 22 July 2022 

Review and selection of successful artist by Friday 5 August 2022 

Successful Artist Contracted August 2022 

Design Development:  

Final artwork design presentation November 2022 

Design development & documentation completed December 2022 

Fabrication (off site):  

Installation plan submitted for review February 2022 

Draft maintenance guidelines submitted for review March 2022 

Installation:  

Site preparation works / commence Installation  March 2022 

Commission completed June 2023 

SELECTION PROCCESS 

1. Expressions of Interest  
Interested artists are asked to respond to this brief in the format of 1 pdf document and include:  

• A written response to this brief and the site, including a description of how the work will be 

experienced (1x A4 page maximum) 

• Early concept designs (may be rough sketches) to give a visual representation of the written proposal 

• An indicative budget  

• Artist contact details including address, email and phone/mobile 
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• An up to date curriculum vitae with an emphasis on the artist’s practice and experience in public art. 

Include website/social media where possible 

• Images of previous relevant work included. Please include dates, materials, dimensions, locations and 

if relevant commissioner, collaborative partners. 

 

Please note: a detailed concept proposal is not required at this stage and no fees will be paid to 

artists for submitting an expression of interest. 

 

2. Shortlisted Artists 
Up to three artists will be shortlisted and invited to submit a detailed concept design proposal including: 

• Any further written information in response to brief that elaborates on your design and its 

implementation   

• Two to three drawings of A3 size showing the form of the concept and at least two perspectives or CAD 

drawings/ 3D models 

• Proposed materials 

• Proposed lighting (if relevant) 

• Proposed process for execution (fabrication) and installation of the work (including any 

• services that need to be scheduled onsite) 

• Proposed maintenance requirements and the estimated life of the work. This should include a 

description of any services, their purpose and mode of operation. 

• Indicative program for the design development, fabrication and installation of the work 

• Budget breakdown including design development, materials, fabrication, transportation, 

• installation, lighting, artist fee, and sub-consultant fees for necessary advice such as engineering, 

electrical or lighting. 

• Please note that commissioned artists will need their own WorkCover and Public Liability Insurance. 

Shortlisted artists will be invited to present proposals to the selection panel on 22 July (TBC). This 

may be held online with each presentation scheduled for 30 minutes including time for questions. 

 

3. Public Art Commission 
The successful artist will enter into a contract with Banyule City Council for design, manufacture and 

installation of the agreed artwork.  (See Appendix 4) 

SELECTION CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT  

Artist proposals will be reviewed by a Selection Panel consisting of representatives from: 

• Banyule Council Arts and Culture Team  

• Banyule Council Strategic Projects Team 

• Public art sector professionals 

• Banyule Arts & Culture Advisory Committee OR local interest group in Heidelberg West  

 

Selection of the concept to be commissioned will be assessed against the following criteria: 

Criteria Weighting 

Meets scope of the 

brief 

• Ability to develop concepts and communicate 

ideas, aligned to the objectives of the brief 

• Appropriateness to and integration with the site 

• Contribution to local community and sense of 

place  

35% 
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• Appropriate budget to deliver on proposed 

concept, including artist fees, materials, 

manufacturing, and installation 

• Design and installation are achievable within the 

timeframe. 

Artistic merit • Artistic merit as evidenced in the visual material 

provided 

• Ability to provide an engaging experience for 

users of the site 

25% 

Experience / capacity 

to deliver 

• Demonstrated experience delivering similar 

public art projects  

• Ability to manage scope of project, coordinate 

sub-contractors and meet deadlines 

• Ability to work collaboratively with other project 

stakeholders 

25% 

Durability / ongoing 

maintenance  

• Durability of materials, ongoing maintenance 

requirements and costs 

• No structural or safety impacts 

15% 

 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST CLOSING TIME AND LOIDGEMENT DETAILS 

EOI Closing Time: Midnight, Friday 27 May 2022 

EOI Lodgement: Submissions in response to this EOI must be lodged electronically only, via 

“Tender Response” tab on the Council’s e-Tender Portal used to register and 

download tenders (https://www.eprocure.com.au/banyule) by the time and 

date stated above. 

If you require assistance completing your electronic submission, please 

contact: 

e-Tender Portal Help Desk -  

Tender Search on 1800 836 337 or ring Council’s Procurement Unit on 03 9490 

4222 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Artists may direct any questions with respect to this brief to: 

 

Donna Dwyer 

Procurement Contract Officer  

Banyule City Council 

03 9490 4214 

Donna.Dwyer@banyule.vic.gov.au 

https://www.eprocure.com.au/banyule
mailto:Donna.Dwyer@banyule.vic.gov.au
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APPENDIXES: 

Appendix 1:  

In the Village of our Future Imagination – a collection of recollections about the 

West Heidelberg Olympic Village and Olympic Park. (Separate Attachment) 

 

Appendix 2: 

Olympic Park Redevelopment Project 2019 – 2023 

 

Appendix 3: 

Banyule Public Art Policy 2020–2024 

 

Appendix 4: 

Banyule Council Artist Agreement Template - Permanent or Large Scale Artwork (Separate Attachment) 

 

https://shaping.banyule.vic.gov.au/olympicpark
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/About-us/Policies-plans-strategies/Council-plans-and-strategies/Public-Art-Policy

