California State University, Fresno Foundation
4910 N. Chestnut Avenue
Fresno CA 93726-1852
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
CALL TO ARTISTS/SCULPTORS

Project Overview
The California State University, Fresno Foundation is seeking proposals from artists to submit
qualifications to design, fabricate, and install one site-specific sculpture of Nelson Mandela to be
placed outdoors in an area known as the Peace Garden.
Deadline is March 31, 2021 by 5pm PST.

Project Background
California State University, Fresno
Student enrollment at Fresno State has grown from 150 students in 1911 to more than 25,000 in
fall 2020. The campus is nestled in the center of California, in one of the richest agricultural
valleys and one of the most culturally-diverse regions in the country. The University has
garnered national attention for its rise in college rankings.
The Peace Garden
The Peace Garden was established in 1990 and is located on the tranquil, tree-lined landscaped
lawn between the Henry Madden Library and the Professional Human Services Building. Other
monuments in the garden include statues of Mahatma Gandhi, Cesar Chavez, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Jane Addams.
The idea for the Peace Garden came from Dr. Sudarshan Kapoor, Professor Emeritus of Social
Work Education. “My dream was to have a garden where we have something symbolic of each
ethnic and cultural group on campus,” Kapoor said. “Each group would choose what they wanted
to represent them - an artifact, a tree, something to represent the diversity.” The Peace Garden is
a place where members of the campus community can gather together for reflection,
contemplation, and a peaceful dialogue in a serene environment. It is a place to recognize the
contribution of, and pay homage to, those whose life and struggle are exemplary in fighting
prejudice, discrimination and oppression, and who have made a significant impact in paving the
way for a just and humane social order.
The Peace Garden was renovated in 2008 and rededicated on Earth Day 2009. Improvements to
this area have been greatly enhanced to include new walkways, accessible pathways to
monuments, enhanced seating and new plantings. Visitors to the Henry Madden Library are able
to experience the new garden through the north facing glass, while visitors to the garden itself
can note the serenity it affords. The garden allows for both quiet meditation and more
accommodating group experiences.
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Scope of Work
The sculpture shall reside within the existing landscaped Peace Garden.
The sculpture should not incorporate seating, a water feature (fountain, etc.) nor require the use
of electricity. Illumination of the sculpture shall be provided by the University, taking into
consideration the Sculptor's / Designer's recommendations.
The ground is level and capable of supporting the weight of most freestanding sculptures. Any
designs that would be deemed as extraordinarily heavy or have their load focused in a small
contact point with the ground should request precise weight bearing calculations.
The proposed sculpture should be capable of surviving high temperatures. Any proposed design
should consider that Fresno is a very hot and dry environment in the summer, and a mild and
wet/foggy environment in the winter. Materials used should take this environment into
consideration and should also be mindful of environmental impact. Sculptures that could be
categorized as "green" (manufactured with recycled materials, etc.) will be given favorable
consideration in recognition of the University’s commitment to sustainability. See Exhibit A for
additional guidance.
Project Timeline
Issuance of RFP
Deadline for receipt of application materials
Review of qualifications and selection of semi-finalists
Artist Selection
Artist under contract (contingent upon funding)
Project Completion
Monument Dedication/Unveiling

1/29/2021
3/31/2021
4/30/2021
6/1/2021
7/1/2021
12/31/2021
January 2022

Project Budget
Total Project Budget: Maximum of $130,000
Proposal should include all artist fees as well as design, materials, engineering, fabrication,
insurance, travel, a maintenance instruction document, and delivery. The University will handle
the site preparation, construction of a platform/foundation, permits, and installation. The
commission payable to the artist will depend upon on the size, scope and materials of the
sculpture. Proposal must include a budget from the artist to justify the expenses.
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Proposal Deadline: 3/31/2021 by 5pm PST
Proposal Must Include:
1. Artist Statement/Letter of interest (maximum one page): This should be a summary of
your artistic focus and professional career and emphasize how your background and
experience relate to this project. Also include your experience engaging collaborating
with a local community during the development and implementation of a project.
2. Resume: Chronological resume demonstrating a minimum of five (5) years of
professional public visual art experience. If submitting as a team, a current resume
should be submitted for each team member (4 pages max).
3. References: Include the names, address, phone number and email address of three
individuals with whom you have worked, collaborated, or who have commissioned your
work in the past. References of the finalist will be contacted.
4. Previous work: Up to 10 digital images or video of previous work which demonstrate
your qualifications for the project.
5. Annotated Image List: List corresponding to submitted images/video (in item 4) that
includes image number, title, medium, dimensions, date of work and project budget.
6. Proposed representation of Nelson Mandela statue: Description and photographs/sketches
of the proposed monument. Description should include materials, budget, timeline and
requirements for installation and maintenance.

Submittal process
All questions and contacts regarding this RFP must be submitted in email no later than
March 26, 2021 to Suzanne Shaw at suzannes@csufresno.edu. Suzanne can also be reached at
559.278.2083.
Respondents are required to mail or email all proposal materials by 5pm March 31, 2021 PST to:
Email: suzannes@csufresno.edu
Mail: (must be postmarked by 5pm March 31, 2021)
The Nelson Mandela Committee
Attn: Suzanne Shaw
Office of V.P. for Administration and CFO
5200 N. Barton, M/S ML52
Fresno CA 93740
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Selection Process
A review panel will include the following: local artists in the community, art educators, art
scholars, or art collectors; representatives from the Nelson Mandela Monument Committee; the
Dean of the College of Arts and Humanities; Art & Design Department Chair, student
representative, and the Campus Consulting Architect.
Recommendations from the Review Panel will be forwarded to the Nelson Mandela Monument
Committee and the Campus Planning Committee for final selection.
Criteria for Selection of Artist:
1. Conceptual compatibility of the design with the environment of the Peace Garden.
2. Compatibility of the design and location within a unified design character or historical
character of the project.
3. Preservation and integration of natural features with the project.
4. Appropriateness of materials, textures, colors, design as well as incorporation of
sustainable practices.
5. The proposed sculpture meets all existing safety requirements and has structural and
surface soundness, together with relative resistance to aging, weathering, theft,
vandalism, and excessive maintenance or repair costs.
6. Applicants provide evidence of managerial and fiscal competence/experience to complete
the project within the budget.
7. Experience with projects of a similar scale and scope.
8. Availability to participate in the design and implementation of the project as required.
9. Complete application submitted prior to the application deadline.
10. Results of reference checks.
Preference may be given to artists/sculptors who have fulfilled at least two of the following three
criteria:
a. Have completed other similar public commissions
b. Work has been included in major private, corporate, or museum collections
c. Work has been shown at an American Association of Museums accredited institution
within the last five years
The artist chosen must be available at a mutually agreed upon time to be present at events during
the Dedication.
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Exhibit A.

Campus Map with layout of Peace Garden
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Existing Monuments:
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